DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 435 176 FL 026 028

AUTHOR Hsu, Kylie

TITLE A Thematic Unit on "Moon" in a Third-Grade Chinese Language
Class. :

PUB DATE 1999-00-00

NOTE 7p.; Photographs and artwork may not reproduce well.

PUB TYPE Reports - Descriptive (141)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.

DESCRIPTORS Art Activities; *Chinese; Class Activities; Classroom

Techniques; Course Content; Course Descriptions; Curriculum
Design; FLES; *Folk Culture; Games; Grade 3; *Heritage
Education; Ideography; Primary Education; Science
Instruction; *Second Language Instruction; Second Languages;
*Sociocultural Patterns

ABSTRACT
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holistic, natural approach to teaching language through culture, art, and
science, and gave the students comprehensible input in meaningful contexts.
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A THEMATIC UNIT ON 'MOON' IN A
THIRD-GRADE CHINESE LANGUAGE CLASS
Kylie Hsu
California State University, Los Angeles

1. Introduction

In order to acquire language effectively, learners need a rich acquisition environment in which
they are receiving appropriate comprehensible input (Krashen, 1984). Hence, a language
teacher's primary responsibility is to create the necessary conditions for acquisition to take place
(Terrell, 1984). One of the conditions is to use the same language in varying contexts. Such
language repetition can be accomplished through a thematic approach (Brechtel, 1992). For
instance, a thematic unit on color (Hsu, 1994) enables students to acquire language related to
color in a variety of contexts. The students can draw pictures using various color media, or they
can perform a science experiment using primary colors to produce secondary colors. In these
activities, acquisition of language surrounding the color theme occurs naturally. A thematic unit
is particularly useful for elementary school children to acquire language taught in a natural
approach (Terrell, 1984).

This paper presents a field study of a thematic approach to teaching a third-grade language class
in which Chinese-American children met two hours each week to learn Chinese as their heritage
language (see Figures 1 and 2).

Figure 1. Teacher Introducing Vocabulary
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Figure 2. Students Practicing Character Writing

Class sessions were videotaped for analysis. It was observed that in addition to teaching lessons
in the textbooks, the teacher often chose a related topic or object as a theme and engaged the
students in activities that centered around the theme. This paper focuses on a thematic unit on
yueliang 'moon'. This was particularly pertinent to the time of the year, which was around the
15" day of the eighth month in the lunar calendar (called the Moon Festival or Mid-Autumn
Festival). The paper shows how the teacher taught language related to the moon through the
following activities:

e Introducing vocabulary related to the moon;

o Introducing Chinese characters with a moon radical;

e Guessing riddles about the moon and about Chinese characters related to the moon/month;

o Illustrating/drawing activities related to the moon;

e Describing festivals related to the lunar calendar (which is based on the movement of the
moon);

o Relating stories about the moon and Moon Festival; and

o Teaching (scientific) facts about the moon through games.

2. Vocabulary

The teacher first introduced the following words related to yue ‘'moon':

e yueliang 'moon’

® yueqiu '(the planet) moon'

® yueguang 'moonlight'

* yuebing 'moon cake'

o yueli 'lunar calendar’

® mingyue 'bright moon'

o shi'eryue 'December (twelfth month)’
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3. Character Writing

The teacher then showed the students how to write the character yue (). She also introduced
several characters that consist of yue () as a radical, among which was the character fu (i),
which consists of yue () on the left. She then gave the following examples of words and
phrases using this character:

 H yue 'moon’ (as a left radical)
o R fu (See collocations below.)
o flREE fuzhuang 'costume’

o k% Suwu 'service'

* k& fuqi 'submit willingly'

o Kk yifu ‘clothes'

o [1Hk%E koufuyao 'pill'

4. Riddles

The teacher presented some riddles related to the moon and the character yue () to arouse
students' interest and stimulate their imagination and analytic skill, as exemplified below:

o BEBE (Br¥=p)
The characters 5 'moon/month’ and 2 'half/in the middle of make up the character 4 'fat.
That is, the moon is fattest in the middle of the month.

e +ZRHA(++=Z+RH=%)

The characters + 'ten’, — 'two', and F 'moon/month' make up the character & 'blue/green'.
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5. Drawings with Annotations

As part of their homework assignment, students drew four pictures of phenomena related to the
moon and provided annotation for each picture, as shown in Figures 3 and 4.




Figure 3.
The moon is white. It is round during the Mid-Autumn Festival.
We enjoy the moon under the moonlight.
The moon rests during the day.

Figure 4.
The moon is covered by black clouds.
We cannot see the moon today (because of the eclipse).
The moon is big and round every 15" day of the month in the lunar calendar.
It is said that a person and a rabbit live on the moon.
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6. Festivals Related to the Lunar Calendar

The teacher stated that the lunar calendar is based on the movement of the moon. It is used by
the Chinese people to observe Chinese traditional holidays such as follows:

o Lantern Festival, which occurs on the 15" day of the first month. This day marks the end of
the Chinese New Year celebration. The Chinese people celebrate this day by displaying all
kinds of lanterns, guessing riddles, and eating glutinous rice dumplings.

e Moon Festival (Mid-Autumn Festival), which occurs on the 15" day of the eighth month.
This is a day of family reunion. Family members gather under the moonlight to eat moon
cakes and tell stories.

7. Stories

The teacher also told the class two stories from Chinese mythology related to the moon and
Moon Festival:

e Chang'e, a beautiful lady who ascended to the moon after taking her husband's elixir.
e Wu Gang, a legendary figure who is still chopping a magical cassia tree on the moon.

8. Science

The class played a game of facts about yueliang 'moon' vs. taiyang 'sun’. The teacher asked the
students to answer whether the following statements apply to the moon or to the sun:

o It is farther away from the earth. (sun)

It shines on its own. (sun)

It revolves around the earth. (moon)

It appears to change its shape. (moon)

It is on which the Mid-Autumn Festival is based. (moon)
People can land on it. (moon)

The earth revolves around it. (sun)

It does not appear during the day. (moon)

e People can jump farther on its surface. (moon)

9, Conclusion

The above thematic unit on 'moon’ provided a holistic, natural approach to teaching language
through culture, art, and science. It gave the students the right kind of comprehensible input in
meaningful contexts so that the language acquisition process was maximized.



References

Brechtel, M., Bringing the Whole Together. San Diego: Dominie Press, 1992.

Hsu, K., Thematic unit: color. Working Papers on ESL Instruction in Multilingual Classrooms,
California State University, Northridge, 1994.

Krashen, S.D., Bilingual education and second language acquisition theory. In Schooling and
Language Minority Students: A Theoretical Framework. EDAC, California State University,
Los Angeles, 1984.

Terrell, T.D., The natural approach in bilingual education. In Schooling and Language Minority
Students: A Theoretical Framework. EDAC, California State University, Los Angeles, 1984.



1L 0560 )-8

U.S. Department of Education

Office of Educational Research and Improvement (OERI) E n
National Library of Education (NLE)

Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC)

REPRODUCTION RELEASE

(Specific Document)

I. DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION:

Title: A Thematic Unit on 'Moon' in a Third-Grade Chinese Language Class

Author(s): Kylie Hsu

Corporate Source: Publication Date:
October 24, 1999

Il. REPRODUCTION RELEASE:

In order to disseminate as widely as possible timely and significant materials of interest to the educational community, documents announced in the
monthly abstract journal of the ERIC system, Resources in Education (RIE), are usually made available to users in microfiche, reproduced paper copy,
and electronic media, and sold through the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). Credit is given to the source of each document, and, if
reproduction release is granted, one of the following notices is affixed to the document.

if permission is granted to reproduce and disseminate the identified document, please CHECK ONE of the following three options and sign at the bottom

of the page. .
The sample sticker shown below wifl be The sample sticker shown below will be The sampie sticker shown below will be
affixed to all Levet 1 documents affixed to all Level 2A documents affixed to all Level 2B documents
PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
PEFMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSELMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS MICROFICHE. AND !N ELECTRONIC MEDIA DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL IN
SEEN GRANTED BY FOR ERIC COLLECTION SUBSCRIBERS ONLY, MICROFICHE ONLY HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
HAS BEEN GRANTED BY
" &° &
Eid et A
TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES TC THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) ‘MFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)
1 2A 2B
Level 1 Level 2A - Level 2B
! ! 1
X
”
Check here for Level 1 release, pe&nltﬁng reproduction Check here for Level 2A rel permitting reproduction Check here for Level 2B release, permitting
and dissemination in microfiche or other ERIC archival and dissemination in microfiche and In electronic media reproduction and dissemination in microfiche only
media (e.g., electronic) and paper copy. for ERIC archival collection subscribers only

Documents will be processed as indicated provided reproduction quality permits.
If permission to reproduce is granted, but no box is checked, documents will be processed at Level 1.

1 hereby grant to the Educational Resources Information Center (ERIC) nonexclusive permission to reproduce and disseminate this document
as indicated above. Reproduction from the ERIC microfiche or electronic media by persons other than ERIC employees and its system
contractors requires permission from the copyright hoider. Exception is made for non-profit reproduction by libraries and other service agencies
to satisfy information needs of educators in response to discrete inquires.

o

s I n Signature: Printed NamelPosilioan itle:
g QK/ 5 Kylie Hsu
here,> \ il L Assoc. Director, Chinese Stndies Ct

please Organization/Address: y Telephone-323_343_4274 FAX: 626—288—8568
Q 4 California State University, Los Angeles EMains Date:
ERIC

suslcalstatecedd ~ Oct. 24, 1999
- 4“ over,
(over)




